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So that’s it. I feel pretty good about the
future of this country, and you should, too.
This is a very great country. We go through
difficult periods from time to time. We will
always have some bad people, as any society
does. There will always be a measure of trag-
edy, as is the lot of human nature, as the
Scripture teaches us. But America is coming
back together. America is moving forward
economically. But America dare not forget
that our children are the future of this coun-
try. And if we want America to be the strong-
est, greatest nation in the world in the 21st
century, we have got—we have got to stamp
out this madness.

And you have to do your part; I have to
do mine. In the end, we know that what you
do to get people to take control of their own
lives, their families’ lives, and their commu-
nity lives will tell the tale.

I think we are moving in the right direc-
tion. We know we’ve just got too many kids
out their that are still raising themselves, and
we have to help that. But if we do it—if we
do it, we can make the service and the sac-
rifice of people like Trooper Plank a shining
memory in the life of our country. We owe
it to them. Let’s deliver.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. at the
J.W. Marriott Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Lori Plank, widow of Maryland State Trooper
Ed Plank, killed in the line of duty; and James
E. Copple, president, and Marni Vliet, board
chair, Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of Amer-
ica.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Proposed Environmental
Legislation
November 2, 1995

Today’s vote on the 17 special interest en-
vironmental riders is a step in the right direc-
tion, but we still have a long way to go if
we are to stop Congress’ assault on public
health and the environment.

Even with the elimination of the riders,
the Republican budget still dismantles vital
protections that keep our Nation healthy,
safe, and secure. It still cuts funding for en-
forcement of environmental laws in half.

America cannot protect the environment if
we gut enforcement of anti-pollution laws.

As important as today’s vote was, Congress’
responsibility does not end here. Now, Con-
gressional Republicans must take the next
steps and change their bill to fully protect
public health and the environment. As we
balance the budget in the interest of our chil-
dren, we must not leave them a world that
is more polluted and less livable.

Proclamation 6847—National
American Indian Heritage Month,
1995
November 2, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
November is traditionally the season for

thanksgiving in America, the time when we
reflect on the abundance with which we have
been blessed. It is especially fitting, then,
that we set aside this month to pause and
reflect on the many gifts bestowed on our
land and our heritage by American Indians
and Alaska Natives.

American Indians have a great reverence
for the earth and its bounty, and they gener-
ously shared their knowledge and their food
with the early European settlers in our coun-
try. We still enjoy that harvest today, with
an agricultural industry that supports Amer-
ica and the world with the corn, potatoes,
beans, cotton, and countless other crops first
cultivated on this continent by American In-
dians.

A second and equally precious gift is that
of courage. American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives have fought and died for the United
States of America in time of war, answering
the call to service to defend our freedoms.
The Navajo, Lakota, and Dakota Codetalkers
were crucial to our victory in the Pacific dur-
ing World War II, and it was a Pima Indian,
Ira Hayes, who helped to raise the American
flag on Iwo Jima. They and so many others
have endured separation, hardship, and sac-
rifice so that the world might know peace.

The gift of wisdom is one that our society
has struggled to learn. Living in harmony
with nature instead of seeking domination,
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American Indians have shown us how to be
responsible for our environment, to treasure
the beauty and resources of the land and
water for which we are stewards, and to pre-
serve them for the generations who will come
after us. They have taught us as well the value
of sharing, of recognizing that there must be
room at America’s table for all her peoples.

American Indians and Alaska Natives have
made invaluable contributions to our com-
mon heritage; in every field of human en-
deavor, from the arts, sciences, and human-
ities to politics, religion, and public service,
they have added immeasurably to the
strength of our civilization.

As we celebrate National American Indian
Heritage Month, we give thanks for these
contributions and acknowledge the special
legal relationship that exists between the
tribes and the Government of the United
States of America.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 1995
as National American Indian Heritage
Month. I urge all Americans, as well as their
elected representatives at the Federal, State,
local, and tribal levels, to observe this month
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:36 p.m., November 2, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 6.

Remarks to the National Jewish
Democratic Council
November 2, 1995

Thank you very much, first of all, ladies
and gentlemen, for that wonderful, wonder-
ful welcome. Thank you, Jeff, for your intro-

duction and for this beautiful Tzedakah box.
Did I say it right—Tzedakah? [Applause] I’m
very glad that you explained its significance,
otherwise I was afraid that others would in-
terpret it as something I might as well carry
around, since whenever I see you, we seem
to be—[laughter]. I was very moved by the
story, and I’m very grateful. And that will
have a happy place in the White House to-
night.

Thank you, Monte Friedkin, for your work
here; and David Steiner, Nancy Jacobson,
Liz Schrayer, all the others who worked on
this tonight; Senator Dodd and Senator
Daschle and Congressman Gephardt, Con-
gressman Frost, Congressman Bentsen; and
to your wonderful honorees behind me.

You know, when Jeff said something about,
look at this lineup, eight Jewish Senators, I
thought he was going to say eight Jewish Sen-
ators and an Arkansas redneck. I didn’t know
what—[laughter]. I thought he was going to
say, pick the person who’s spoiling this line-
up. [Laughter]

Let me say to all of you, I am—I’m grateful
to be here. I’m grateful to be here among
friends. I’m honored to be here with these
eight Senators whom you are honoring to-
night. They richly deserve it. I know I don’t
have to tell you this, but if it weren’t for
them, for their steadfastness, for their belief
in the values we all share, for their vision
for the future, my work as President today
in the midst of the battles that are going on
in Washington would be not only difficult but
indeed impossible.

I have never appreciated the wisdom of
the Founding Fathers more than I have since
this Republican budget has been working its
way through Congress. They were really
smart, those people who gave the President
the veto. [Laughter] They understood the
American system. They understood that
there would be times in the history of our
Republic, if we were going to last a very long
time, when elections would produce unin-
tended consequences and extreme conduct.
And the President was given the veto be-
cause only the President has the responsibil-
ity to look after all the people of this country
and to look into the future, to imagine that
future, and to keep the country on the right
path. But none of that would be possible
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